
MINUTES 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

JULY 21, 2021 
 
 

The public works committee met on July 21, 2021, at 4:30 p.m. in the council chambers at city hall. 
 
Present:  Chairman Gould, Alderman Sharp, Alderman Bredeman, Mayor Hughes, Superintendent 
Sutherland, City Engineer Coulter, Office Manager Passage 
 
Chairman Gould called the meeting to order at 4:43 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Don White addressed the committee.  He thanked them for the black top on Second St. in the two areas.  
He advised that he believes there is a manhole and possibly a valve that may have been covered up. 
Superintendent Sutherland stated that he is aware and going to address the situation. 
 
PURPOSE 
High Water Usage Waiver Request -  Office Manager Passage advised the committee that 
Superintendent Sutherland has received one, however he is waiting for them to contact him to do his 
investigation before it may be presented. 
 
Report – Liens – Office Manager Passage reported that two lien letters have been sent. 
Natalie Schorr for 1521 Logan, 1404 Logan and 1425 Finney balance needs to be paid before August 2 or 
a lien will be place on each property. 
Matt Lemons for 620 Elm balance needs to be paid before August 4 or a lien will be placed on each 
property. 
 
Sidewalk Program – Applications – No applications have been received 
 
Drainage –  Engineer Coulter explained that at Walnut and Pine the water moves North.  Chestnut Court 
is like a bowl and holds water.  Since the city uses dry wells and getting an abundance of water at a given 
time creates flooding.  He also discussed drainage issues in other area on Bradley and that vicinity.  He 
recommended moving the drainage project forward to have a study done to give the city what their 
options are regarding drainage.  Office Manager Passage stated that we have a grant spending from 
Representative Spain in the amount of $400,000.00, which was intendent for storm drainage.  Engineer 
Coulter confirmed that it was his understanding that the grant was for drainage.   
Alderman Sharp commented that the city should consider obtaining property behind the fire station on 
Bradley Avenue and create a retention area.  Engineer Coulter advised the retention area would be part 
of the study.   
The consensus of the committee was to request at the July 26 council meeting to move the drainage 
project forward and to have the city engineer begin the work on a study.   
 
Project Update – Engineer Coulter advised the committee that the Economic Development Director is 
working on a DECO Infrastructure Grant.  This grant would be to replace water main, however; it 
requires it to be in an area with low to moderate income of 51% and needs to be submitted by August 3.   
The grant is up to $500,000.00.  A discussion ensued.   The consensus of the committee was to place the 
request to submit the grant on the agenda for council approval to submit.   
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Engineer Coulter advised the committee that the paving and patch work has been completed. 
Engineer Coulter stated that he will have a striping quote for the striping of various areas and a quote 
for the striping of a center line on Second St.  He requested that this be an agenda item.  The consensus 
of the committee was to place striping on the July 26 council meeting to seek approval. 
 
Mr. Thurman of 207 Ridgewood was in the audience and was unaware that he needed to address the 
committee in public comment.  He was allowed to speak.  He explained that he had a water issue at his 
house of low pressure and he had a plumber come out and the plumber determined that it was a city 
problem.  He requested that he be reimbursed the $380.00 that he paid the plumber.  He stated he was 
advised by the Superintendent that he needed to come to this meeting and request the reimbursement. 
Superintendent Sutherland explained the situation.  Chairman Gould stated that because the bad line 
that was installed was the reason to go ahead and reimburse the property owner.  The consensus of the 
committee was to reimburse the property owner $380.00.   
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully, 
Dennis Gould 
Chairman 
 


